Peel Bright Minds
ESTEAM Awards
Recognising achievement in
Entrepreneurship, Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts
and Mathematics (‘ESTEAM’) in the Peel region

Thursday 28th June 2018
CASM, Mandurah

About Peel Bright Minds
Peel Bright Minds was established with the aim of ‘Inspiring a curious
community’ to inspire a culture of lifelong learning and build
aspirations in our region to help prepare us for the future workforce.
Technology and jobs are changing at an increasingly rapid rate. To
thrive in this context, the community in the Peel region will need to
be more multi-skilled, and jobs will need us all to have skills and
knowledge in Entrepreneurship, Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts and Mathematics, or ‘ESTEAM’.
We run activities and events such as stalls at community festivals,
Science Cafes and presentations, and more. We also communicate and
facilitate collaborations around ESTEAM in Peel.
Thank you to our partners and sponsors!
Peel Bright Minds is proudly supported by Regional Development
Australia Peel, Inspiring Australia and Scitech, Peel Development
Commission and Peel Harvey Catchment Council. Thank you to Alcoa
Pinjarra Refinery for providing a grant to supply us with branded
materials.

Thank you to the City of Mandurah for providing the use of CASM for
this evening’s ceremony, and to John Lambrecht for sponsoring the
music by Nate Lansdell.

Peel Bright Minds ESTEAM Awards
Ceremony
Thursday 28th June 2018, 5.30pm-8.30pm
Contemporary Art Spaces Mandurah (CASM)

5.30pm Live music by Nate Lansdell and refreshments
6.00pm Welcome (Paddi Creevey OAM)
Introduction from Peel Bright Minds (Charlie Jones)
6.20pm Keynote Speech: Professor Peter Klinken, WA Chief
Scientist
6.40pm Intermission
7.00pm Message from Judges and Awards Presentations
7.40pm Networking, refreshments, live music by Nate
Lansdell
8.30pm Event concludes

The Awards
The Peel Bright Minds ESTEAM Awards recognise the contributions of
educators, researchers, entrepreneurs, volunteers, community
members and students for their outstanding efforts in
Entrepreneurship, Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and
Mathematics.
The awards especially seek to recognise those who inspire and build
the capability of others in our community in ESTEAM.

Citizen Scientist of the Year
Sponsored by Councillor Caroline Knight, City of Mandurah
Finalists: Barbara Sing and Kim Davies

Science Communicator of the Year
Sponsored by John Lambrecht
Finalists: Krista Nicholson and Steve Fisher

Young ESTEAM Champion of the Year
Sponsored by Mayor Rhys Williams, City of Mandurah
Finalists: Aaron Johnston, Charlotte Ward, Emma Ward, Dylan Edwards and
Xanthe Turner

ESTEAM Champion of the Year
Professionals category sponsored by Peel Development Commission
Community and volunteers category sponsored by Inspiring Australia
Finalists: Brett Crebert, Helen Coleman, Jason Hoffman, Joanne Harman, LeeAnne Walley, Paul Litwin, Stacey Harrison, Trick Cole, Trish Davies and
Veronica Smith

Citizen Scientist of the Year Finalists
Awarded to someone who is actively engaged with and champions involvement
in citizen science initiative/s, either through creation and management of or
participation in citizen science projects.

Barbara Sing
Barbara, a teacher at John Tonkin College, is well
known in the community and has been tireless in her
efforts to promote citizen science including
empowering her students to create the Estuary
Guardians group. She has been instrumental in the
formation and on-going activities of the Estuary
Guardians and the Dolphin Watch program in the PeelHarvey Estuary, a new citizen science initiative.
Barbara also regularly participates in many other
citizen science projects including the annual Shorebird
2020 count and Climate Watch. She is a member of
many local environmental community groups including
Mandurah Environment and Heritage Group and Peel
Preservation Group.

Kim Davies
Kim Davies teaches Science,
Biology, Bushranger Cadets and
Certificate II in Conservation and
Land Management at John Tonkin
College. She guides and challenges
her
students
to
work
collaboratively to take local action
that can have global effects. She
has been involved in the Surf
Science
Program
since
its
inception. Kim was instrumental in
the formation of the Estuary
Guardians initiative and the launch
of Dolphin Watch in Mandurah and is on the School Board.

Science Communicator of the Year Finalists
Awarded to researchers or science practitioners that show outstanding
engagement with or communication to the community in Peel.

Krista Nicholson
Krista Nicholson is originally from Helsinki,
Finland. Her passion for nature conservation in
the marine environment forced her out of
Finland to Aberdeen, Scotland where she
completed degrees in Zoology and Marine
Biology, and to Perth where she earnt a research
M.Sc. from Murdoch University studying the
dolphins of Shark Bay. Her current research focus
is on the distribution limits of coastal dolphins in
Mandurah and how to best conduct assessments
on populations that do not have clear or
identified boundaries. Krista has shared her
growing knowledge of our beloved dolphins through several community forums,
newspaper articles, radio and more recently television interviews, with a story
on Today Tonight. Krista has collaborated with students and teachers at John
Tonkin College and with other community groups to produce fin guides to enable
the launch of the Dolphin Watch citizen science initiative in Mandurah.

Steve Fisher
Steve is Peel-Harvey Catchment Council’s
Science Advisor who enthuses young and old
about the importance of our region’s
environment and how we can better protect it.
Since 2015, he has gone well beyond his formal
role to engage with community groups, support
school environmental science programs and
connect the community with researchers.
Steve loves to share his knowledge about
science, the Peel-Harvey Estuary, rivers, and
the wildlife that abounds in these
environments. He has played a key role in
raising the community’s awareness of science
and land management though various talks and
events, school excursions, magazine articles and radio interviews. Steve has
32 years of experience in environmental chemistry including water and
sediment quality, aquatic resource condition monitoring, fisheries chemistry,
contaminant hydrology and contaminated land management.

Young ESTEAM Champion of the Year Finalists
Awarded to a young person (currently aged 21 years or under) demonstrating
achievements in ESTEAM and inspiring others via education, mentoring,
volunteering, arts, entrepreneurship etc.

Aaron Johnston
Aaron is a student in Year 12 at John Tonkin
College. He has been instrumental in
coordinating Dolphin forums since their
inception in Science Week 2015. His work
with
Estuary
Guardians
and
his
communication skills have led to a part time
job at Mandurah Cruises which he loves,
along with his family and football. Aaron was
a finalist in the Young Achievers Award and
received the Mandurah Australia Day Award
under 25 category in 2017.

Charlotte Ward
Charlotte is a kind and caring primary
school student who loves the natural
world. She is a quiet achiever who
encourages other children to wonder
and become aware of our environment.
She is able to show them how they too
can care for local wildlife by being
rubbish aware.

Emma Ward
Emma is a quiet achiever who inspires
other children to care for the
environment. She is happy to show
others the wonder of the natural world
and how they can help to protect it. She
is a gentle soul and the way in which
she includes other children is lovely to
see. She is a leader in the making for a
world needing leadership with heart
and compassion.

Dylan Edwards
Dylan enrolled in the Emerging
Z-preneur Program as a Year 10
student in July 2017. He is completing
a Certificate III in Business as part of
the course and has aspirations to
continue his business studies when he
finishes Year 12. Dylan demonstrates
many qualities associated with
successful
entrepreneurship
commitment, "big picture" thinking,
and a willingness to work as part of a
dedicated
team
member.
His
contribution to the program’s social
media marketing has been particularly
valuable and he is a whiz with business
financials!

Xanthe Turner
Xanthe is 15 years old and has never
been seen without a sketchbook in her
hand. She particularly loves art,
music, reading, gaming, animals,
nature, and robots - but is willing to
give almost anything a try. Xanthe is
the founder, illustrator, and CEO of
her small press, Turner Books, and
works part-time as a music tutor for
young children. Xanthe directs her own
education, and learns joyfully through
enthusiastic exploration of her many
interests and hobbies. She helps out at CASM Eco Garden, and has been
involved in multiple art exhibitions. She completed a Certificate of Tertiary
Mathematics at age 13, with a high passing grade, and has also studied
veterinary skills, paleobiology, archaeology, nutrition, physics, and more.
Xanthe has spent several years teaching herself digital art techniques and basic
animation. She wants to combine these hobbies with her love of storytelling
by eventually studying game design.

ESTEAM Champion of the Year Finalists
This award is to recognise members of our community who inspire others and
build community capability in ESTEAM. This can include teachers, educators or
mentors that promote ESTEAM to students; entrepreneurs achieving in the
area/s of science, technology, engineering, arts, maths; arts practitioners who
champion the interlinkages between arts and STEM/ Entrepreneurship; or
champion volunteers promoting ESTEAM – particularly to young people in Peel.

Brett Crebert
In his role as Assistant Principal at St Damien's
Catholic Primary School, Brett Crebert is endless in
his enthusiasm for introducing ESTEAM programs
into the curriculum and extra-curricular activities.
Brett inspires staff, students and parents to see new
ways to engage with technology and is also a keen
supporter of the school’s science through
environment program. His contributions include
leading and mentoring the school’s Robocup team
and involvement in environment programs which
involve students learning entrepreneurial skills
through produce sales. He champions and mentors
the introduction and use of the school’s robotic equipment by other teachers in
their classrooms to make sure all students have access to this technology.

Helen Coleman
Helen is a mixed media artist based in Mandurah.
She is currently an artist in residence at CASM,
where she combines her background in botany and
chemistry with a passion for art, to explore the ecodye potential of local native plants. Her scientific
training is being put to good use as she tries to
understand the chemistry behind the often
surprising results from the dye pots. Helen is the
heart, soul, and brains behind CASM’s flourishing
Eco Garden. Through this and her ongoing
involvement with a multitude of arts projects
across Mandurah, Helen enables a diverse range of
people to participate and learn about science, art
and the environment. She also organises events (such as ‘Meet our
Macroinvertebrates’) which combine sciences and arts to encourage the
community to learn about our waterways and the environment in general.

Jason Hoffman
Jason Hoffman grew up around Narrogin and after
working in various jobs around the country got his
teaching degree in 2005. He taught in Kalgoorlie,
Collie and Bendigo, Victoria, before finally settling
in Boddington with his family, to become the
humanities teacher at Boddington DHS. Since arriving
at the school he has also become the information
technology teacher and the manual arts teacher. He
now brings all these areas together working with
students to provide a strong STEAM focus. To provide
STEM learning opportunities to his students, Jason
organised the purchase of a 3D printer. He then
taught himself to design and make 3D printers, and
to use several different software packages, allowing the students as a result to
access four 3D printers. To alleviate the cost, he started producing 3D printer
filament which he then donated to the school. After building his own skills, he
is now teaching students and other teachers four computer programming
languages, two computer design programs and two 3D printing software
programs, all self-taught in his own time.

Joanne Harman
Joanne has been the Science Specialist teacher
at Ocean Road Primary School since 2010. Her
time in this role is characterised by perseverance
to enhance her science knowledge, passion to
pursue and share best practice in science
education, and dedication to bring out the inner
scientists in all students. In 2015, Joanne
established the Young Einsteins (YE) extension
program, which has now been adopted by several
other schools across WA. Joanne empowers YE
students to share their learning with the
community in an annual science fair, and has
mobilised a group of parents, the STEAM team, to
promote STEAM in the community, including assisting in YE classes. Joanne’s
passion for teaching science is complemented by her enthusiasm for sharing best
practice among the WA teaching community, for example presenting the
school’s STEM approach to the WA Primary Principals Association (WAPPA),
which served as the basis to write WAPPA’s position on STEM.

Lee-Anne Walley
Lee-Anne Walley is a specialist Humanities and
Social Science teacher at Greenfields Primary
School and a champion for Science and the Arts in
education. She is a firm believer that learning
should not be limited to the classroom and that
enquiring minds are often better stimulated and
inspired through immersion in the natural
environment. For several years running, Lee-Anne
has organized experiential learning experiences
through excursions to the Peel-Harvey estuary.
Lee-Anne has partnered with Peel-Harvey Catchment Council, Noongar leader
George Walley, and a local artist to enable students, parents and other teachers
to learn about environmental science, cultural values of the environment, and
communicate their learning with the community through artwork.

Paul Litwin
Paul Litwin has been an educator and career
coordinator for over 20 years. He has been
involved in both public and private education.
Paul started the Innovation Institute in 2016 to
provide
the
necessary
innovation
and
entrepreneurship skills and education for all
young West Australians. He has been working at
Coodanup College with the Young Entrepreneur
Program since April 2017, a program that aims to
create a new culture of job creators not just job
seekers. By the end of 2018 nearly 200 students
will have completed the Young Entrepreneur
Program.

Stacey Harrison
Stacey
Harrison
is
an
artist,
environmentalist, mum to two great
budding environmentalists and works at
Mandurah Canvas. Stacey saw a need to
promote environmental education to young
children in Mandurah and to inspire them to
protect our dolphins and waterways. She
imagined and created Dudley Dolphin and
the Dudley Dolphin Buddy Club, which are
projects by the Mandurah Environment and
Heritage Group. Dudley Dolphin aims to
promote environmental awareness, safety
and education in a fun and playful way.
Stacey has used her artistic talents, love for
the environment and Early Childhood
Education background to create materials,
games and activities at many community events. Stacey developed the Dudley
Dolphin Adventure Journal, a freely available booklet to encourage parents to
take their children around the estuary, parks and reserves to complete
activities.

Trick Cole
Trick is the Community Development
Officer for Youth for the Shire of Murray.
His passion for and commitment to
opening opportunities for young people
in the community through involvement
in numerous STEAM programs has been
instrumental in these programs’ success.
He has connected to local youth,
challenging them to think outside the
box, and has provided access to
technology and associated activities. He
has successfully initiated and coordinated programs that include coding,
software, virtual reality, photography and theatre skills.

Trish Davies
Waroona Shire resident Trish Davies
tirelessly gives countless hours of her time
to help hundreds of young Peel residents
build their capability in ESTEAM. A passion
for science, mathematics and art initially
led Trish to work in photography. She
worked as an Audio-Visual Technician and
Media
Technician,
before
studying
Information Technology at Peel Challenger
College. Trish’s passion for technology
progressed to coding games, animation and
then building and programming small
robots. She has spent the past 2 years as a
voluntary Champion and Mentor of the
Falcon FabLab CoderDojo technology club, hosting more than 50 learning
sessions and engaging more than 300 young people in coding and technology.
Trish has also maintained the Falcon FabLab 3D printer and has conducted
20 inductions on its use to library staff and the public, passionately promoting
the printer through demonstrations and community talks. She thoroughly enjoys
sharing her passion for technology with young people in the Peel region.

Veronica Smith
Veronica Smith is an inspiring, passionate and
dedicated woman who strives to build the
success of young people in Mandurah. She has a
wealth of experience in mentoring, teaching and
business which she channels into educating
others. She created and facilitates "Emerging Zpreneurs" which is a program designed to inspire
young people to explore entrepreneurship as a
viable career option. In this program, students
complete a Certificate III in Business and plan a
trip to Silicon Valley which will provide them
with real life knowledge of business at the heart
of entrepreneurship. Being a business woman and educator, she has all the
knowledge and skills required to promote entrepreneurship to young people in
Mandurah and in doing so, she promotes ESTEAM to the region.

The Judges
Thank you to our judges, who had an incredibly challenging task to select
finalists and winners for the awards from among the many high-quality
nominations.

Lyn Beazley
Professor Lyn Beazley is a science
ambassador, neuroscientist, educator
and one of Western Australia’s most
exceptional people. After graduating
from Oxford and Edinburgh Universities,
Lyn built an internationally renowned
research team in Neuroscience that
focused on recovery from brain damage.
Currently Lyn is the Sir Walter Murdoch
Professor of Science at Murdoch
University, after completing her tenure
as Chief Scientist of Western Australia
from 2006 to 2013. Lyn was awarded
Officer of the Order of Australia and inducted into the inaugural WA Women’s
Hall of Fame in 2011, and also named the WA Australian of the Year for 2015.
Lyn is passionate about science, technology and innovation, and ensuring equity
of access to the opportunities provided by STEM. Lyn is also a great champion
of Peel Bright Minds!

Cassie Howell
Cassie grew up in Mandurah and attended
Frederick Irwin Anglican School. She is a volunteer
with Peel Bright Minds and is in her 3rd year as a
Fogarty Scholar studying a Bachelor of Philosophy
majoring in Botany at UWA. Cassie has always
loved science and maths and is passionate about
encouraging others to pursue and experience the
opportunities that ESTEAM offers.

More upcoming Peel Bright Minds Events!
National Science Week 2018
Peel Bright Minds presents a series of Science Cafés throughout August across
the Peel region in celebration of National Science Week 2018. Each Science
Cafe is a free, all ages event to learn from scientific researchers about their
projects in an informal setting (with yummy food).
The five events in the series are:
•

Boddington, Wednesday 8th August, Black Sheep Café, 5.30pm to
8pm. The topics of the presentations will be ‘shedding light on dark
matter’, and ‘keeping our brains healthy as we age’.

•

Pinjarra, Tuesday 14th August, Jarra Infusion, 5.30pm to 8pm. Our
presenters will guide us to discover spectacular citizen science projects
that are helping scientists to track fireballs in the sky and understand
important crop disease.

•

Waroona, Tuesday 21st August, Totem Rustic, 5.30pm to 8pm. In this
edition we will explore the theme of 'science from sea to scarp'.

•

Byford, Thursday 23rd August, Bill Hicks Reserve Hall, 5.30pm to
8pm. Our presenters will explore the theme of 'frontiers in technology'.

•

Mandurah, Tuesday 28th August, Make Place, 5.30pm to 8pm. In this
edition we will learn about what helps us grow, and about pioneering
research into treatments for Autism Spectrum Disorder.

All ages are welcome and encouraged to attend these events, including children
under 18 accompanied by an adult. Please ensure that you register to secure
your place using the links located on the Peel Bright Minds website, as places
are limited for each event.

Thank you for joining us for the inaugural Peel Bright
Minds ESTEAM Awards!
Find out more about us at:

www.peelbrightminds.com.au
www.facebook.com/PeelBrightMinds

